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Balkans, and few Germans remained with the Turkish army
under Liman von Sanders in northern Palestine. From all
three countries there came news of Allied victories. Allenby,
with the British army in the Holy Land and his Arab auxiliaries,
had swept the Turkish army out of Palestine and occupied
Damascus. His mounted troops seized Aleppo and the coast
cities of Syria. The Allied armies, a mixed force of many
nations, had advanced from Salonika, stormed the positions
held by the Bulgarians in the hills, and sent one force to recover
Serbia and another to move towards Constantinople. Both
Turkey and Bulgaria were now asking for peace.

In October Austria also abandoned the struggle. Attempts
to turn the Allied line on the Piave in north Italy had failed.
In Austria and Hungary the civil population was in distress.
This was one of the far-reaching results of the Allied blockade.
Vienna was said to be almost as short of food supplies as Paris
had been in the last stage of the siege of 1870-1. The Austrian
Government had made efforts to arrange a general peace, but
loyalty to its German ally had barred till the last extremity any
idea of a separate settlement. But the surrender came at last,
when on the 24th October the Allies on the Piave assumed the
offensive. This began with the crossing of the river on the left
of the line by the British under Lord Cavan. The advance along
the whole front followed. After several days of hard fighting
the Austrian resistance broken down completely on the 30th.
Their armies were in full retreat, and that evening negotiations
for an armistice began.

The request for it sent by the Austrian head-quarters in
Venetia stated as a leading motive for this action that the
German Government was already negotiating with President
Wilson for a general armistice. These negotiations had been
for some time in progress. The initiative had come as the result
of a message sent to Berlin by LudendorfF, when Haig was
breaking through the last defences of the Hindenburg Line.
It warned the Government that it was all-important to obtain
an armistice. Herding, the Imperial Chancellor, resigned to
make way on the 30th September for Prince Maximilian, a